
CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORE DAY
Mark Your Calendar! California Bookstore Day is Saturday May 3, 2014!  There are very 
special things in the works and you will only be able to find them at a California indepen-
dent bookstore. Books Inc in Mountain View has planned a Dead Author Séance.  What dead 

author do you want to meet?   Stay tuned for more!

ENDORSE READING

By Lauren Oliver 
People often ask me what I do for inspiration, and, relatedly, how I 
write when I’m “blocked.” My answer is always the same: I read.

Okay, so that might not be the most electrifying or unconventional 
answer, especially since I’m usually talking to groups of die-hard, 
lifelong readers. Nonetheless, it’s the truth. Reading isn’t just 
about imaginative escape for me (although I’ve certainly escaped 
from times difficult, flat-out depressing, or merely boring in a good 
book). It isn’t just a hobby or a passion (though it is both). Reading 
is about opening, about expanding my vocabulary not just in a lit-
eral but a metaphoric sense--of extending the boundaries of what is 
possible and what, more specifically, can be possible for me.

Every time I read, I become a better writer. It isn’t deliberate or 
conscious. I don’t go to books like a 12th-century knight to the grail. 
I don’t seek specific answers in or directions from the books I read 
and then receive, mystically, just the right information. But reading 
opens. It liberates. It forces you to think in new ways, in new places, 
about new things and people. It forces the brain to envision, extend, 
empathize, imagine, and communicate.

My novel Delirium was inspired by a line from a Gabriel Garcia Mar-
quez short story. Panic was inspired by a Grimm’s fairy tale. And it 
goes beyond inspiration: floundering at a particularly nasty point 
in my first adult novel, Rooms, I received unlikely help in the form of 
the Richard Price book Clockers. The two books are totally and in 
every way dissimilar. But somehow rereading Price’s novel shook 
something loose for me; it forced my thinking down a new path, 
shocked it out of its rut.

In the past few years, I’ve read a bunch of articles about the power 
of imagination, which scientists increasingly think has the power 
not just to increase performance (like when athletes imagine shoot-
ing perfect hoops), but to increase intelligence. That makes sense to 
me. The kind of imaginative thinking that something like reading 
requires is the mental equivalent of yoga: it 
forces your brain to limber up. It forces you 
to move (metaphorically speaking) in ways 
you didn’t know you could.

Apparently, thinking outside the box looks 
very much like thinking inside the book.

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents 
Lauren Oliver appearing in conversation 
with Veronica Rossi on March 7 at Books 
Inc in Opera Plaza in San Francisco!
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March 21 · 2:00 PM
SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness

Books Inc. Opera Plaza proudly presents a book sign-
ing with the star of E!’s Chelsea Lately and #1 New 
York Times-bestselling author Chelsea Handler, cel-
ebrating the release of her latest uproarious collection 
of musings, Uganda Be Kidding Me. This event is a sign-
ing only. A Books Inc. receipt for Uganda Be Kidding 
Me is required for a place in the signing line, which 
is first come, first served. Visit www.booksinc.net for 
more details.

March 23 · 1:00 PM
SF · Laurel Village · 3515 California St 

The man behind so many classic and epic movies we 
can’t possibly list them all here, Academy Award-win-
ner and New York Times-bestselling author Chris 
Columbus shares the exciting second installment in the 
House of Secrets series, Battle of the Beasts. Since the 
siblings’ last adventure, life in the Walker household 
is much improved--the family is rich and the Wind 
Witch is banished. But no Walker will be safe until she 
is found.
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LUNCH WITH LITERATI EMMA DONOGHUE AT THE CHAPEL!
Her international bestseller Room was a 
New York Times Best Book of 2010 and was 
a finalist for the Man Booker Award. Her 
explosive new novel, Frog Music is based on 
an unsolved murder in 1876 San Francisco. 
The much talked about new Vestry Restau-
rant at The Chapel will open for a special 
ticketed lunch honoring Emma Donoghue 
on April 11 at noon. Tickets are $60 and 
include a lunch and a signed first edition of 
Frog Music.  Tickets are available online 
at www.booksinc.net!



The Hotel on Place Vendome
by Tilar J. Mazzeo
Mazzeo traces the history of the legendary 
Hotel Ritz on the Place Vendome. At its center, 
The Hotel on Place Vendome is an extraor-
dinary chronicle of life at the Ritz during 

wartime, when the Hotel was simultaneously headquarters 
to the highest-ranking German officers, and home to exclu-
sive patrons. Mazzeo takes us into the grand palace’s suites, 
bars, dining rooms, and wine cellars, revealing a hotbed of 
illicit affairs and deadly intrigue, as well as stunning acts of 
defiance and treachery. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Astoria by Peter Stark
Unfolding from 1810 to 1813, Astoria is a tale of 
high adventure and incredible hardship, draw-
ing extensively on firsthand accounts of those 
who made the journey envisioned by President 
Thomas Jefferson and millionaire John Jacob 

Astor. Though the colony itself would be short-lived, its 
founders opened provincial American eyes to the remark-
able potential of the western coast, discovered the route that 
became the Oregon Trail, and permanently altered the nation’s 
landscape and global standing. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

How Paris Became Paris
by Joan DeJean
At the start of the seventeenth century, Paris 
was known for a few monuments, but it had not 
yet put its brand on urban space. Like many 
European cities, it was still emerging from its 

medieval past. Most people associate the signature charac-
teristics of Paris with the nineteenth century. Joan DeJean 
demonstrates that the Parisian model for urban space was 
in fact invented two centuries earlier, when the first full 
design for the French capital was implemented. AVAILABLE 
MARCH 4TH

Little Demon in the  
City of Light by Steven Levingston
Nineteenth century France — Toussaint-Augus-
tin Gouffe arrived for a delightful assignation 
with Gabrielle Bompard but was instead mur-
dered by her and Michel Eyraud. As the inquiry 

into the guilt or innocence of the woman the “Little Demon” 
escalated, the most respected minds in France debated 
whether Gabrielle Bompard was the pawn of her mesmer-
izing lover or simply a coldly calculating murderess. And, at 
the burning center of it all: Could hypnosis force people to 
commit crimes against their will? AVAILABLE NOW

Maranoia by David Rose
In November 2010, many expected Califor-
nia to become the first state to fully legalize 
marijuana. But Prop 19 was not only defeated, 
it was crushed, and the marijuana growers 
themselves, who launched a major campaign 

to keep their product illegal, drove the opposition. Why? To 
find out, journalist David Rose went beyond the Redwood 
Curtain of Northern California and what he discovered was 
not only eye-opening, but, at times, heart-breaking and, at 
other times, terrifying. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Overwhelmed by Brigid Schulte
Can working parents ever find true leisure 
time? Are our brains, our partners, and our 
culture making it impossible for us to expe-
rience anything but “contaminated time”? 
Overwhelmed is a map of the stresses that 

have ripped our leisure to shreds, and a look at how to put 
the pieces back together. Schulte speaks to neuroscientists, 
sociologists, and hundreds of working parents to tease out 
the factors contributing to our collective sense of being 
overwhelmed, seeking insights, answers, and inspiration. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Tyranny of Experts
by William Easterly
Economist William Easterly traces the history 
of the fight against global poverty, showing 
not only how ineffective tactics have trampled 
the individual freedom of the world’s poor, 

but have also suppressed a vital debate about an alterna-
tive approach to solving poverty: freedom. Presenting a 
wealth of cutting-edge economic research, Easterly argues 
that only a new model of development — one predicated 
on respect for the individual rights of people in developing 
countries — will be capable of ending global poverty. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Russians by Gregory Feifer
Using insights from his decade as a journalist 
in Russia, Feifer corrects pervasive misconcep-
tions by showing that much of what appears 
inexplicable about the country is logical when 
seen from the inside. Traversing the world’s 

largest country, Feifer conducted hundreds of intimate con-
versations. What emerges is a rare portrait of a unique land 
of extremes whose forbidding geography, merciless climate, 
and crushing corruption has nevertheless produced some 
of the world’s greatest art and some of its most remarkable 
scientific advances. AVAILABLE NOW

House of Outrageous 
Fortune by Michael Gross
America’s foremost chronicler of the upper 
crust, journalist and bestselling author 
Michael Gross, turns his gimlet eye on the 
new-money wonderland, 15 Central Park West. 

Mixing an absorbing business epic with hilarious social 
comedy, Gross creates a dishy expose of todays wealthiest 
and most famous. This colorful story recounts the record-
setting building’s inspired genesis, costly construction, and 
the flashy international lifestyle it has brought to a once 
benighted and socially déclassé Manhattan neighborhood. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Blood Will Out by Walter Kirn
1998 — Walter Kirn meets Clark Rockefeller; 
a man who would go on to become a close and 
trusted friend, and a man who would also be 
exposed as a con man and murderer. Kirn’s 
one-of-a-kind story takes us on a bizarre and 

haunting journey from posh private clubrooms to the court-
rooms and prisons of Los Angeles. Combining confessional 
memoir, true crime reporting, and cultural speculation, 
Blood Will Out exposes the layers of ambition and self-delu-
sion beneath the Great American con. AVAILABLE NOW

The Splendid Things We 
Planned by Blake Bailey
Meet the Baileys: Burck, a prosperous lawyer; 
his wife Marlies, who longs to recapture her 
festive life in Greenwich Village; their addled 
son Scott, who repeatedly crashes the family 

Porsche; and Blake, the younger son, trying to find a way 
through the storm. The Splendid Things We Planned is 
Blake’s darkly funny account of growing up in the shadow of 
an erratic and increasingly dangerous brother, an exhilarat-
ing and sometimes harrowing story that culminates in one 
unforgettable Christmas. AVAILABLE NOW

Mr. Owita’s Guide to  
Gardening by Carol Wall
Carol Wall, a white woman living in Middle 
America, was at a crossroads in her life. One 
day she notices a dark-skinned African man 
tending her neighbor’s yard. His name is Giles 

Owita. He comes from Kenya. And he’s very good at gar-
dening. Before long Giles is transforming not only Carol’s 
yard, but her life. Though they are seemingly quite differ-
ent, a caring bond grows between them. But they both hold 
long-buried secrets that, when revealed, will cement their 
friendship forever. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Scarlet Sisters
by Myra MacPherson
Victoria Woodhull and Tennessee “Tennie” Claf-
lin-the most fascinating and scandalous sisters 
in American history- became the first women to 
open a brokerage firm, were the first female pub-

lishers of a radical weekly and the first to publish Karl Marx’s 
Communist Manifesto in America, and railed against Victorian 
hypocrisy. Vividly telling their story, Myra MacPherson decon-
structs and lays bare the manners and mores of Victorian 
America, remarkably illuminating the struggle for equality 
that women are still fighting today. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Double Life of Paul de 
Man by Evelyn Barish
Juxtaposing the discovery of de Man’s collabo-
rationist ties with his meteoric rise through 
American academia, Barish traces the origins 
of the philosophical deconstructionism that he 

later created with Jacques Derrida. While focusing on the 
biographical facts, this commanding and psychologically 
probing biography reveals as much about human behavior 
and the cross-currents of twentieth-century intellectual 
thought as it does about the man who held an entire genera-
tion in his thrall. AVAILABLE NOW

Cathedral of the Wild
by Boyd Varty
Boyd Varty grew up on Londolozi Game Reserve 
in South Africa, a place where man and nature 
strive for balance, where perils exist alongside 
wonders. At Londolozi, Varty gained the confi-

dence that emerges from living in Africa. Cathedral of the Wild 
is a story of transformation that inspires a great appreciation 
for the beauty and order of the natural world. With conviction, 
hope, and humor, Varty makes a passionate claim for the power 
of the wild to restore the human spirit. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

HRC by Jonathan Allen & Amie Parnes
Masterfully unfolded by Allen and Parnes from 
more than two hundred top-access interviews with 
Hillary’s intimates, colleagues, supporters, and 
enemies, HRC puts readers in the room with Hill-
ary during the most intense and pivotal moments 

of this era, offering a rare look inside the merciless Clinton 
political machine. Filled with deep reporting and immersive 
storytelling, this portrait of the most important female politician 
in American history is an essential inside look at the woman who 
may be our next president. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Wish You Happy Forever
by Jenny Bowen
Bowen began Half the Sky in 1998 determined 
to bring a caring adult into the life of every 
orphaned child. To this day, Bowen is the only 
Westerner working with the Chinese government 

to transform its entire child welfare system, and Half the Sky 
has helped 100,00+ children. Wish You Happy Forever, teaches 
us that saving a child’s life can transcend cultural barriers, and 
that, above all else, a determined dreamer with a loving pres-
ence speaks at the greatest volume. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH
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You Must Remember This
by Robert Wagner & Scott Eyman
You Must Remember This is Wagner’s ode to 
the bygone age of an erstwhile era. Wagner 
revisits the houses, restaurants, and other 
haunts of Hollywood’s elite, offering an intimate 

view of their lives on and off screen. He also discusses the 
business of Hollywood and its evolution from an industry 
once dominated by moguls to one run by agents, and exam-
ines the career arcs of his peers, carefully considering why 
some survived and others faded. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Poetic Species
by Edward O. Wilson & Robert Hass
In this shimmering conversation (the out-
growth of an event co-sponsored by the 
American Museum of Natural History and 

Poets House), Edward O. Wilson, renowned scientist and 
proponent of “consilience” or the unity of knowledge, finds an 
ardent interlocutor in Robert Hass, whose credo as U.S. poet 
laureate was “imagination makes communities.” This is a tes-
tament to how science and the arts can join forces to educate 
and inspire, and a passionate plea for conservation of all the 
planet’s species. AVAILABLE NOW

Cured by Nathalia Holt
Known in medical journals as the Berlin 
Patients, two men revealed answers to a func-
tional cure for HIV. Their cures came years 
apart, one in 1996, the other 2008. Based on 
extensive interviews with the patients and 

their doctors as well as her own in-depth research, Nathalia 
Holt takes an unprecedented look at how scientists pursue 
their inquiries, the human impact their research has, and 
what is and is not working in the relationship between Big 
Pharma and medical care. AVAILABLE NOW

How Toddlers Thrive
by Tovah Klein, PhD
Child psychologist and director of the renowned 
Barnard Center for Toddler Development Dr. 
Tovah P. Klein cracks the preschooler code. How 
Toddlers Thrive explains why the toddler years 

are different from any other period during childhood, and why 
your reaction to their behavior holds the key to a successful 
tomorrow and a happier today. This provocative new book will 
inspire you to be a better parent and give you the tools to help 
you nurture your child’s full potential. AVAILABLE NOW

Uganda Be Kidding Me
by Chelsea Handler
Wherever Chelsea Handler travels, one thing 
is certain: she always ends up in the land of 
the ridiculous. Now she sneaks her sharp wit 
through airport security and delivers her 

most hilarious stories ever. On safari in Africa, it’s anyone’s 
guess as to what’s more dangerous: the wildlife or Chelsea. 
Complete with hot travel trips, and travel etiquette, none 
of which should be believed, Uganda Be Kidding Me has 
Chelsea taking on the world, one laugh-out-loud incident at 
a time. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Plato at the Googleplex
by Rebecca Goldstein
At the origin of Western philosophy stands 
Plato, who got about as much wrong as one 
would expect from a thinker who lived 2,400 
years ago. But Plato’s role in shaping phi-

losophy was pivotal. On her way to considering the place 
of philosophy in our ongoing intellectual life, Goldstein 
probes the deepest issues confronting us by allowing us to 
eavesdrop on Plato as he takes on the modern world and the 
almost constant role technology plays into everyone’s lives. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Rise by Sarah Lewis
The gift of failure is a riddle. Like the number 
zero, it will always be both a void and the start 
of infinite possibility. This exquisite biography 
of an idea is about the improbable foundations 
of creative human endeavor which explores 

the inestimable value of often ignored ideas — the power of 
surrender for fortitude, the criticality of play for innovation, 
the propulsion of the near win on the road to mastery, and 
the importance of grit and creative practice. AVAILABLE 
MARCH 4TH

Ha! by Scott Weems
Cognitive neuroscientist Scott Weems uncov-
ers what’s happening in our heads when we 
giggle, guffaw, or double over with laughter. 
While we typically think of humor in terms of 
jokes or comic timing, Weems proposes that 

humor arises from inner conflict in the brain, and is part of 
a larger desire to comprehend a complex world. From the 
role of insult jokes to the benefit of laughing for our immune 
system, Ha! reveals why humor is so idiosyncratic. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Where Nobody Knows Your 
Name by John Feinstein
A fascinating account of the proving ground 
of America’s national pastime which pulls 
back the veil on the minor leagues of baseball 
— Feinstein takes readers inside the gritty, 

high-stakes world of Triple-A baseball. Introducing us 
to eight men, Feinstein tells the riveting stories of those 
who are on the cusp of greatness . . . and those who have 
toiled and come so close, just waiting for the call from the 
big-league teams that will make their dreams a reality. 
AVAILABLE NOW

An Ocean Garden
by Josie Iselin
Produced on a flatbed scanner, Iselin’s 
vibrant portraits of ocean flora reveal the 
exquisite color and extraordinary forms of 

more than 200 specimens gathered from tidal pools along 
the California and Maine coasts. Her engaging text, which 
accompanies the images, blends personal observation and 
philosophical musings with scientific fact. Like her previous 
books, An Ocean Garden: The Secret Life of Seaweed is a 
poetic and compelling tribute to the natural world and the 
wonder it evokes. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Sibley Guide to Birds, 
2nd ed. by David Allen Sibley
The publication of The Sibley Guide to Birds 
quickly established David Allen Sibley as the 
author and illustrator of the nation’s supreme 
and most comprehensive guide to birds. Used 

by millions of birders from novices to the most expert, The 
Sibley Guide became the standard by which natural history 
guides are measured. The highly anticipated second edition 
builds on this foundation of excellence, offering massively 
expanded and updated information, new paintings, new and 
rare species, and a new, elegant design. AVAILABLE MARCH 
11TH

Five Came Back by Mark Harris
No industry professionals played a bigger role 
in World War II than America’s legendary 
directors: Ford, Wyler, Huston, Capra, and Ste-
vens. As it did for so many others, World War 
II divided the lives of these men into before 

and after. Harris reckons with that transformation on a 
human level and on the level of the country as a whole. Like 
these five men, all of America, came back from the war hav-
ing grown up more than a little. AVAILABLE NOW

One Way Out by Alan Paul
The most in-depth look at a legendary Ameri-
can rock band — For twenty-five years, Alan 
Paul has covered and written about The All-
man Brothers Band, conducting hundreds 
of interviews, riding the buses with them, 

attending rehearsals and countless shows. One Way Out 
is filled with musical and cultural insights, riveting tales of 
personality conflicts and betrayals, drug and alcohol use, 
and behind-the-scenes information on the recording of At 
Fillmore East, Layla, Eat A Peach, Brothers and Sisters, and 
other classic albums. AVAILABLE NOW

Cycle of Lies by Juliet Macur
Spanning 14 critical years in Armstrong’s 
cycling career, Cycle of Lies covers his come-
back from cancer, to the business deals that 
would make him a millionaire many times 
over, until the moment he stepped down as the 

chairman of his Livestrong charity. The history of one of 
the most precipitous and unceremonious falls in the history 
of sports, Macur delves into exactly who was complicit in 
keeping Lance Armstrong’s doping a secret from his legion 
of fans. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Find Momo by Andrew Knapp
Meet Momo, a border collie who loves tag-
ging along on adventures and getting his 
picture taken. Find Momo is more than a 
photo book: it’s a game, and it’s up to you 
to find out where the playful pup is hiding. 

Fans of photographer Andrew Knapp’s popular blog and 
Instagram feed will love the whimsical pictures of Momo in 
his element and all-new adventures as he poses, peeks out, 
and camouflages himself in all kinds of places. AVAILABLE 
MARCH 4TH

Goodnight Nanny-cam
by Jen Nessel & Lizzy Ratner
When the text of Goodnight Nanny-cam 
appeared online in the New Yorker, it 

garnered 100,000 hits in a matter of days. Filled with sly 
references to BPA-free bottles, Baby Einstein DVDs, and 
toddler tutors, Jen Nessel and Liz Ratner’s send-up of the 
beloved children’s classic wittily skewers our modern cul-
ture of over-parenting. Parodies of “Goodnight Moon” are 
always popular, and “Goodnight Nanny-cam “is a gorgeously 
illustrated gift that’s guaranteed to have alpha parents 
everywhere laughing — and cringing — in recognition. 
AVAILABLE NOW

You Can Date Boys When 
You’re Forty by Dave Barry
In uproarious, brand-new pieces, Barry tack-
les everything from family trips, bat mitzvah 
parties and dating to funeral instructions, the 
differences between male and female friend-

ships, the deeper meaning of “Fifty Shades of Grey,” and a 
father’s ultimate sacrifice: accompanying his daughter to a 
Justin Bieber concert. Let’s face it: families not only enrich 
our lives every day, they drive us completely around the 
bend. Thank goodness we have Dave Barry as our guide! 
AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH
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1 5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza very proudly presents 
theoretical physicist, co-founder of string field 
theory, popularizer of science, and best-selling 
author Michio Kaku sharing the illuminating 
The Future of the Mind: The Scientific Quest to 
Understand, Enhance, and Empower the Mind, 
an authoritative and compelling look at the 
astonishing research being done in top labo-
ratories around the world on the human brain 
which takes readers on a mind-boggling explo-
ration of the frontiers of neuroscience.

2 3:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Books Inc. Laurel Village celebrates the 
launch of San Francisco Library Laureate, 
and member of the Paris Societe Historique 
in the Marais, Cara Black’s latest installment in 
her bestselling Aimee Leduc mystery series 
Murder in Pigalle. When a serial rapist begins 
terrorizing Paris’s Pigalle neighborhood, Aimee 
Leduc--who’s been trying to slow down her 
hectic lifestyle due to her pregnancy--can’t help 
but become involved when the daughter of the 
proprietor of her favorite cafe disappears.

3 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Retired lawyer, activist, and former elected 
official Carol Ruth Silver celebrates the launch 
of Freedom Rider Diary: Smuggled Notes from 
Parchman Prison, her moving story of being 
one of the first white women to be jailed in 
the Freedom Rides of 1961 in Mississippi. 
Chronicling the events of her arrest, and time 
in prison, on scraps of paper she was amaz-
ingly able to smuggle out, this is a raw look at 
a tumultuous time in our nation’s history that 
waited unread for more than fifty years.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

National Book Award-nominee, novelist, poet 
and essayist, Lynne Sharon Schwartz shares 
This Is Where We Came In: Intimate Glimpses. Her 
most personal book yet, this dazzling memoir 
is full of adventure, captivating honesty, and 
recollections that are certain to move and 
disturb as well as enlighten and entertain--
affirming that Schwartz is one of the finest 
writers of her generation.

7:00 PM · SF · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

Author / artists Mary Anne Radmacher and Liz 
Kalloch share She: A Celebration of Greatness in 
Every Woman. Complete with gorgeous original 
illustrations, this is a book of qualities illustrat-
ing the greatness of women from “everywoman” 
to exemplars, which gathers the wisdom 
of many wise women along with advice on 
leadership, friendship, purpose, adventurous-
ness, cooperation, collaboration, risk-taking, 
resourcefulness, happiness, compassion, and 
much more including what it is to inspire

4 7:00 PM · Belmont Library ·  
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas · 
650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Michelle Rich-
mond, author of Golden State, a powerful and 
mesmerizing novel set over the course of a 
single, unforgettable day which explores the 
intricacies of marriage, family, and the pro-
found moments that shape our lives. 

5 7:00 PM · SF · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers moderated 
by Nanette Bradley Deetz, and featuring special 
guest Muriel Antoine. Lakota (Sicangu Oyate), 
who draws on her traditional background to 
create moving prose about native peoples 
and human experience. Open mic will follow 
Muriel’s reading.

6:30 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Elizabeth 
C. Economy, author of The River Runs Black: The 
Environmental Challenge to China’s Future.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Alain de Botton 
discussing his latest title The News: A User’s Man-
ual, and Adam Gopnik, author of Paris to the Moon.

6 6:30 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street 
· 510-525-7777

With pieces in the permanent collection of 
the Oakland Museum, Books Inc. Berkeley 
proudly celebrates the artwork of local painter 
Gail T. Robertson M.F.A. So join us for a soirée 
featuring wine and cheese celebrating this tal-
ented painter, and enjoy her artwork through 
March in our gallery!

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

New York Times-bestseller and creator of the 
popular blog Yarn Harlot, Stephanie Pearl-
McPhee shares The Amazing Thing About the Way 
It Goes: Stories of Tidiness, Self-Esteem and Other 
Things I Gave Up On, her hilarious look at life, 
parenting, and, well, pants. Full of her trade-
mark wit and perspective, these side-splitting 
short commentaries look at everyday prob-
lems, and honestly, won’t do much to solve 
them, but at least you’ll be laughing.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Dayo 
Olopade author of The Bright Continent: Break-
ing Rules and Making Change in Modern Africa.

7 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Ex-psychoanalyst Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson’s 
previous New York Times-bestselling titles 

have explored what animals can teach us 
about our own emotions, now he joins us to 
explore what they can teach us about the 
origins of good and evil in ourselves with the 
fascinating Beasts, a powerful and compelling 
look at our uniquely human propensity toward 
aggression. This event will include a slideshow 
presentation in addition to his talk.

7:00 PM · SF · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

In 1994, Anchee Min made her literary debut 
with the international-bestseller Red Azalea, 
her memoir of growing up in China during 
the violent trauma of the Cultural Revolution. 
Books Inc. in Alameda is honored to host 
Anchee Min to share her long anticipated 
sequel, The Cooked Seed, which picks up at 
Min’s arrival in the United States without 
knowing any English, and her subsequent 
search for self, voice, and love in her new home 
of Chicago.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents a special 
performance by singer Darlene Love, author 
of My Name Is Love. This event will also feature 
Darlene in conversation with Steven Winn.

8 7:00 PM · SF · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510-522-2226

With work published or forthcoming in Bomb, 
The Georgia Review, and The Literary Review, 
amongst others, D. Foy shares his grand and 
luminous debut novel, Made to Break. After a 
car accident leaves one friend sick and dying, 
and severe weather traps them at a cabin, 
there is nowhere to go, forcing them to finally 
and ultimately take stock and confront their 
past transgressions.  D. will be in conversation 
with Christian Kiefer, author of the lyrical novel 
The Infinite Tides.

11 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Winner of the 2011 Terrain.org Nonfiction 
Prize for the essay “Faith in a Forgotten 
Place,” Julian Hoffman shares the manuscript 
containing this prize-winning work, The Small 
Heart of Things: Being at Home in a Beckoning 
World. An intimate examination of the myriad 
ways in which connections to the natural 
world can be deepened through an equality of 
perception, this illuminating work was chosen 
by Terry Tempest Williams as the winner of 
the 2012 AWP Award Series for Nonfiction.  

7:30 PM · SF · Magnet · 4122 18th St · 
415-581-1600

Author of the cult classic novel Winkie, and 
with writing that has appeared in in publica-
tions ranging from Newsweek.com to Yale 
Review to McSweeney’s, Clifford Chase shares 
The Tooth Fairy: Parents, Lovers, and Other Way-
ward Deities (A Memoir), an extraordinarily 
honest, shockingly funny memoir of a man 
torn between isolation and connection. As 
ambitious in its form as it is in its radical 

candor, The Tooth Fairy is the rare memoir 
that can truly claim to rethink the genre. This 
event is co-sponsored by Magnet, a program 
of the San Francisco AIDS Foundation.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Pandemic! A  
Plan for the Planet with Nathan Wolfe, author 
of  The Viral Storm: The Dawn of a New Pandemic 
Age, in conversation with Dr. Shannon Bennett 
of the California Academy of Sciences in San 
Francisco.

12 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Julie Romeis Sanders. You will be 
amazed at how much you learn yourself by 
critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-register 
and learn more at www.booksinc.net/write-
ous-classes

13 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

New York Times-bestselling author and criti-
cally acclaimed historical novelist Sharon Kay 
Penman shares the long-anticipated dramatic 
sequel to Lionheart, A King’s Ransom. This 
vivid and heart-wrenching story of the last 
event-filled years in the life of Richard, Coeur 
de Lion brings the man and his world fully 
and powerfully alive with all the betrayals, 
intrigues, wars, and illness ever present--as 
well as the courage, compassion, and intelli-
gence that made this warrior king become the 
stuff of legend.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

With works appearing in literary journals 
and anthologies including Best American Gay 
Fiction and the cultural-studies reader Goth: 
Undead Subculture, local author Jason Fried-
man shares his engrossing collection--which 
investigates art, sexuality, love, and religion--
Fire Year. Through seven unconventional and 
engrossing short stories, Gay and Jewish men 
struggle to navigate conservative communi-
ties in Georgia and the Deep South.

14 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 
510-525-7777

Winner of the 2011 Terrain.org Nonfiction 
Prize for the essay “Faith in a Forgotten 
Place,” Julian Hoffman shares the manuscript 
containing this prize-winning work, The Small 
Heart of Things: Being at Home in a Beckoning 
World. An intimate examination of the myriad 
ways in which connections to the natural 
world can be deepened through an equality of 
perception, this illuminating work was chosen 
by Terry Tempest Williams as the winner of 
the 2012 AWP Award Series for Nonfiction. 
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1:00 PM · St. Regis Hotel · 125 3rd St ·  
415-284-4000

The World Affairs Council presents their 2014 
conference Enhance Your World View. Featuring 
panels led by experts, this year’s WorldAffairs 
offers fresh insights and new perspectives 
on current global topics. This event runs 
until 6 PM Saturday, March 15th. To register 
visit: www.worldaffairs.org/event-calendar/
event/13#.UufWJlKIbGg 

15 7:00 PM · SF · Alameda ·  
1344 Park St · 510-522-2226

The Cacophony Society, at its zenith, hosted 
chapters in over a dozen major cities, and 
influenced much of what was once called the 
underground, going on to influence a range 
of art and activities including Burning Man, 
SantaCon, and Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club, 
amongst other things. Learn the vivid history 
of this eccentric amalgamation with the lushly 
beautiful, Tales of the San Francisco Cacophony 
Society and Cacophonists Carrie Galbraith, 
Kevin Evans, and Winston Smith.

16 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Best known for his role as Captain Ross 
Poldark in the classic BBC series Poldark, 
Actor-cook Robin Ellis shares his latest cook-
book, Healthy Eating for Life: Over 100 Simple 
and Tasty Recipes. From starters to meat and 
poultry dishes to desserts, and based on the 
Mediterranean way of cooking, this delectable 
collection of recipes is the perfect guide for 
“people who love good food and enjoy cooking 
it or at least are willing to try it.”

17 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

A member of Sisters in Crime and Mystery 
Writers of America, former organic farmer 
Edith Maxwell shares the first installment in 
her new mouthwatering Local Foods mystery 
series, A Tine to Live, A Tine to Die. It’s harvest 
time in Westbury, Massachusetts, and novice 
farmer Cameron Flaherty has just fired her 
only employee; it seems like another day at 
work until a yield of locally sourced murder 
occurs when she finds him with a pitchfork in 
his neck. . .

18 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Summer Dawn Laurie. You will be 
amazed at how much you learn yourself by 
critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-register 
and learn more at www.booksinc.net/write-
ous-classes

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents New York 
Times & San Francisco Chronicle-bestselling 
author Tiffany Baker, author of the haunting 
novel Mercy Snow. In the tiny town of Titan 
Falls, New Hampshire, the paper mill dictates 
a quiet, steady rhythm of life. But one day 
a tragic bus accident sets two families on a 
course toward destruction, irrevocably alter-
ing the lives of everyone in their wake. Tiffany 
will be in conversation with Ellen Sussman, 
author of The Paradise Guest House.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

International-bestselling author and historian 
Steven Saylor shares the latest installment in 
the vivid Novels of Ancient Rome series, Raid-
ers of the Nile. Alexandria, 88 B.C. - Gordianus 
makes ends meet by solving puzzles and find-
ing things out for pay. He whiles away his time 
with his slave Bethesda. When Bethesda is 
kidnapped by brigands who mistake her for a 
rich man’s mistress, Gordianus must convince 
them that he can offer something of value. 
And soon, he finds himself in the midst of a 
very dangerous plot--the raiding and pillaging 
of the golden sarcophagus of Alexander the 
Great himself. 

19 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Winner of the 2013 Lovey Award for Best 
Paranormal Novel, and with stories appear-
ing in Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine 
for more than twenty years, author Molly 
MacRae shares the perfectly spooky Spin-
ning in Her Grave: A Haunted Yarn Shop Mystery. 
Kath Rutledge is settling in as the owner 
of the Weaver’s Cat, a fiber and fabric shop 
in Blue Plum, Tennessee. But nothing, not 
even the ghost haunting her shop, prepares 
her for the mystery that will leave the whole 
town spinning...

7:00 PM · SF · JCC · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Simon Schama, author 
of the tie-in to the PBS and BBC series of the 
same name, The Story of the Jews: Finding the 
Words 1000 BC - 1492 Ad. 

20 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

With more than twenty years experience 
as CEO and president of several companies 
that provided services for the life insurance 
industry, Brian Turner shares his extensively 
researched guide to the easiest and simplest 
ways to protect against lawsuits, How To Kill 
a Lawsuit: Stop a Lawsuit Dead in Its Tracks; a 
clear and concise guide to the essential steps 
everyone needs to know in order to protect 
themselves from litigation, secure your assets, 
and gain a $10,000 protection plan.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

A pioneer in the studies of HIV for more than 
twenty years, current member of the Interna-
tional AIDS Society-USA Board of Directors, 
Michael Saag, M.D. shares Positive: One Doctor’s 
Personal Encounters with Death, Life, and the U.S. 
Healthcare System. More than a memoir, this is 
a tribute to the unforgettable patients he has 
known and an urgent call to create a compre-
hensive, compassionate, accessible healthcare 
system in the name of those we can save today. 

21 2:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza proudly presents a 
book signing with the star of E!’s Chelsea 
Lately and #1 New York Times-bestselling 
author Chelsea Handler, celebrating the release 
of her latest uproarious collection of musings, 
Uganda Be Kidding Me. This event is a signing 
only. A Books Inc. receipt for Uganda Be Kid-
ding Me is required for a place in the signing 
line, which is first come, first served. Visit 
www.booksinc.net for more details.

23 1:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-
3666

The man behind so many classic and epic 
movies we can’t possibly list them all here, 
Academy Award-winner and New York 
Times-bestselling author Chris Columbus 
shares the exciting second installment in the 
House of Secrets series, Battle of the Beasts. 
Since the siblings’ last adventure, life in the 
Walker household is much improved--the fam-
ily is rich and the Wind Witch is banished. But 
no Walker will be safe until she is found, and 
summoning her to San Francisco brings all 
the danger that comes with her and tests the 
Walkers in ways that cut deeper than before.

26 7:00 PM · Burlingame Library 
· 480 Primrose Road · 650-558-
7474

The Burlingame Library presents Cara Black, 
sharing the latest installment in her bestsell-
ing Aimee Leduc mystery series, Murder in 
Pigalle.

27 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Take a whiff on the wild side with the voice 
behind the delightful blog Yesterday’s Per-
fume: A Blog for Vintage Perfumaniacs, 
Barbara Herman sharing Scent & Subversion, an 
intriguing look at vintage perfume’s powerful 
past, which includes reviews of more than 300 
scents along with stunning period advertise-
ments throughout, making it the perfect book 
for perfume aficionados (aka “perfumistas”) 
as well as connoisseurs of modern fashion and 
design, feminist and LGBTQ historians, and 
fans of vintage advertising.  

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Books Inc. Palo Alto proudly presents San 
Francisco Library Laureate, and member of 
the Paris Societe Historique in the Marais, 
Cara Black, sharing the latest installment in 
her bestselling Aimee Leduc mystery series 
Murder in Pigalle. When a serial rapist begins 
terrorizing Paris’s Pigalle neighborhood, Aimee 
Leduc--who’s been trying to slow down her 
hectic lifestyle due to her pregnancy--can’t help 
but become involved when the daughter of the 
proprietor of her favorite cafe disappears.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 510-
525-7777

Learn how to talk—fluently, intelligently, 
charmingly—to family, friends, lovers, future 
lovers, bank tellers, postal carriers, and people 
under the age of eight with the help of the 
witty and wise Chris Colin and Rob Baedeker, 
authors of the indispensable guide, What to 
Talk About: On a Plane, at a Cocktail Party, in a Tiny 
Elevator with Your Boss’s Boss. Written by two 
comedians and illustrated by legendary car-
toonist Tony Millionaire, What to Talk About 
features an encyclopedia of tried-and-true 
topics, conversational “piñatas” to jump-start 
a dead discussion. 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents William 
Easterly, author of The Tyranny of Experts: 
Economists, Dictators, and the Forgotten Rights of 
the Poor.

29 7:00 PM · SF · Alameda ·  
1344 Park St · 510-522-2226

Books Inc. Alameda presents a panel event 
which explores the heart in varying ways. 
Readers include President of the California 
Writers Club, Marin branch, Linda Joy Myers 
sharing the gripping Don’t Call Me Mother: A 
Daughter’s Journey from Abandonment to For-
giveness, Professor Emerita in Women and 
Gender Studies at U.C. Davis, Judith Newton 
sharing the delectably written Tasting Home: 
Coming of Age in the Kitchen, and director of the 
Wing & A Prayer Pittsburgh Players, Sheila 
K. Collins sharing the transformational Warrior 
Mother: Fierce Love, Unbearable Loss, and Rituals 
that Heal.

31 7:00 PM · SF · JCC · 3200 
California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Shane Bauer, Josh Fattal, 
and Sara Shourd, authors of the memoir A Sliver 
of Light: Three Americans Imprisoned in Iran.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Piper Kerman, 
author of Orange is the New Black: My Year in a 
Women’s Prison, in conversation with Nancy 
Mullane, author of Life After Murder: Five Men in 
Search of Redemption.
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The Enchanted by Rene Denfeld
The enchanted place is an ancient stone prison. 
The lady is skilled at finding the secrets that get 
men off death row. This gift becomes a threat 
with the case of York, a killer whose date of exe-
cution looms. York is different from the lady’s 

former clients: he wants to die. Going against the condemned 
man’s wishes, the lady begins her work. What she uncovers 
rings chillingly familiar; In York’s shocking childhood, the 
lady sees the shadows of her own. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Night in Shanghai by Nicole Mones
1936 — Thomas Greene is recruited to Shanghai 
to lead a jazz orchestra of fellow African-Ameri-
can expats. From being flat broke to living 
in a mansion, he becomes the toast of a city 
obsessed with pleasure and power, even as it 

ignores the rising winds of war. Nicole Mones not only tells 
the forgotten story of black musicians in the Chinese Jazz 
age, but also weaves in a stunning true tale of Holocaust hero-
ism little-known in the West. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Mount Terminus by David Grand
After his mother’s death, young Bloom and his 
father, Jacob, move west to California’s Mount 
Terminus where they live apart from society. But 
Jacob can’t forever seclude his family. Prodded 
by his newly discovered half brother, in every way 

his opposite, Bloom will have to come down to meet the world. 
Otherwise the orange farmers and vaqueros, speculators and 
developers, artists and barons of the silver screen, will surely 
come up the mountain to meet him. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Orchard of Lost Souls
by Nadifa Mohamed
It is 1987 and Hargeisa waits. Whispers of 
revolution travel on the dry winds, but still the 
dictatorship remains secure. Soon, we will see 
Somalia fall and the fates of three women will 

be twisted irrevocably together. Nadifa Mohamed was born 
in Hargeisa and was exiled before the outbreak of war. Here 
she returns to Hargeisa in her imagination. Intimate, frank, 
brimming with beauty and fierce love, this novel is an unfor-
gettable account of ordinary lives lived in extraordinary 
times. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Wives of Los Alamos
by Tarashea Nesbit
A bold and emotionally charged novel told in 
the collective voices of the wives of the men who 
created the atom bomb. — Their average age 
was twenty-five. They came from Berkeley, Cam-

bridge, Paris, London, Chicago — and arrived in New Mexico 
ready for adventure, or at least resigned to it. But hope quickly 
turned to hardship as they were forced to adapt to a rugged 
military town where everything was a secret, including what 
their husbands were doing at the lab. AVAILABLE NOW

A Circle of Wives by Alice LaPlante
When Dr. John Taylor is found dead, the police sus-
pect foul play. Detective Samantha Adams, whose 
Palo Alto beat usually covers small-town crimes, 
is innocently thrown into a high-profile murder 
case that is more intricate than she could ever 

imagine. A highly regarded member of the community, Dr. Taylor 
was loved and admired. But, hidden from the public eye, he was 
a closeted polygamist, and when these three unsuspecting wives 
show up at his funeral, suspicions run high... AVAILABLE NOW

The Accident by Christopher Pavone
New York literary agent Isabel Reed is rapidly 
reading an anonymous manuscript which 
reveals explosive revelations about powerful 
people. In Copenhagen, veteran CIA operative 

Hayden Gray is determined to bury this story. And in Zurich, 
the author himself is hiding in a shadowy expat life. Over the 
course of one long, desperate, increasingly perilous day, these 
lives collide as the book begins its dangerous march toward 
publication, toward saving or ruining careers and companies, 
and placing everyone in mortal peril. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Bark by Lorrie Moore
These eight masterly stories reveal Lorrie Moore 
at her most mature and in a perfect configura-
tion of craft, mind, and bewitched spirit, as she 
explores the passage of time and summons up its 
inevitable sorrows and hilarious pitfalls to reveal 

her own exquisite, singular wisdom. Gimlet-eyed social obser-
vation, the public and private absurdities of American life, 
dramatic irony, and enduring half-cracked love wend their way 
through each of these narratives in a heartrending mash-up of 
the tragic and the laugh-out-loud. AVAILABLE NOW

Kinder Than Solitude
by Yiyun Li
When Moran, Ruyu, and Boyang were young, 
they were involved in a mysterious “accident” in 
which a friend of theirs was poisoned. Grown up, 
the three friends are separated by distance and 

personal estrangement. All three are haunted by what really 
happened in their youth, and by doubt about themselves. With 
profound insight, Yiyun Li unfolds this remarkable story, even 
as she explores the impact of personality and the past on the 
shape of a person’s present and future. AVAILABLE NOW

The Setup Man by T.T. Monday
Johnny Adcock is a Major League baseball 
player who moonlights as a private investigator. 
When teammate Frankie Herrera confides in 
Adcock that he has a “problem with his wife,” it 
sounds like the standard story of a pro athlete’s 

marriage gone sour — until Frankie is killed. The investiga-
tion takes Adcock into uncharted territory, drawing him into 
a deadly ring of murder, porn, Mexican cartels, and a con-
spiracy that threatens to become the biggest scandal to hit 
baseball since HGH and steroids. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Weight of Blood
by Laura McHugh
In the town of Henbane, deep in the Ozark 
Mountains, folks still whisper about Lucy Dane’s 
mother, who vanished when Lucy was just a 
child. Now on the brink of adulthood, Lucy expe-

riences another loss when her friend Cheri disappears and is 
then found murdered. Haunted, Lucy sets out with the help 
of a local boy, Daniel, to uncover the mystery behind Cheri’s 
death. What Lucy discovers is a horrific secret that pervades 
the secluded Missouri hills. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Blazing World
by Siri Hustvedt
Tired of being dismissed by critics, artist Har-
riet Burden conducts an experiment she calls 
“Maskings,” presenting her art behind three 
male masks. The solo shows are successful, 

but when Burden steps forward to reveal herself, there 
are critics who doubt her. What no one doubts, however, is 
that Burden and acclaimed artist Rune—who is believed to 
be the creator of one of the “Maskings” exhibitions—were 
involved in a dangerous game that ended with the man’s 
bizarre death. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Chance by Kem Nunn
Into neuropsychiatrist Dr. Chance’s blighted 
life walks Jaclyn Blackstone, the abused, 
attractive wife of Oakland homicide detective 
Raymond. Jaclyn is suffering from a dissocia-
tive identity disorder. In time, Chance will fall 

into bed with her — or is it with her alter ego? Meanwhile, 

Chance also meets a young man named D, a streetwise 
philosopher. It is around this trio of unique and dangerous 
individuals the doctor’s carefully arranged life comes to the 
brink of implosion. AVAILABLE NOW

The Museum of Extraordinary 
Things by Alice Hoffman
New York, 1911 — One night Coralie Sanders 
— daughter of the sinister impresario behind 
the freak show The Museum of Extraordinary 
Things — meets the dashing photographer 

Eddie Cohen. When Eddie photographs the devastation on the 
streets of New York following the infamous Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire, he becomes embroiled in the suspicious mystery 
behind a young woman’s disappearance and ignites the heart 
of Coralie. It is here that Eddie and Coralie unite in a tender 
love story in tumultuous times. AVAILABLE NOW

Clever Girl by Tessa Hadley
Clever Girl is a powerful exploration of fam-
ily relationships and class in modern life, 
witnessed through the experiences of an Eng-
lishwoman named Stella. Unfolding in a series 
of snapshots, Tessa Hadley’s involving and 

moving novel follows Stella from her 1960s childhood, grow-
ing up with her single mother in a Bristol bedsit, into the 
murky waters of middle age. It is a story vivid in its imme-
diacy and rich in drama — violent deaths, failed affairs, 
broken dreams, missed chances. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Black-Eyed Blonde
by Benjamin Black
It is the early 1950s, and Marlowe’s business 
is a little slow. Then a new client is shown in: 
young and beautiful, she wants Marlowe to find 
a man named Nico Peterson. Marlowe sets off 

on his search, and quickly discovers that Peterson’s disap-
pearance is merely the first in a series of bewildering events. 
Soon he is tangling with one of Bay City’s richest families 
and developing a singular appreciation for how far they will 
go to protect their fortune. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Raiders of the Nile
by Steven Saylor
Alexandria , 88 B.C. — Gordianus makes ends 
meet by solving puzzles and finding things out 
for pay. He whiles away his time with his slave 
Bethesda. When Bethesda is kidnapped by brig-

ands who mistake her for a rich man’s mistress, Gordianus 
must convince them that he can offer something of value. 
And soon, he finds himself in the midst of a very dangerous 
plot — the raiding and pillaging of the golden sarcophagus of 
Alexander the Great himself. AVAILABLE NOW

Redeployment by Phil Klay
Phil Klay’s” Redeployment “takes readers to 
the frontlines of the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, asking us to understand what happened 
there, and what happened to the soldiers who 
returned. Interwoven with themes of brutal-

ity and faith, guilt and fear, helplessness and survival, the 
characters in these stories struggle to make meaning out of 
chaos. AVAILABLE MARCH 6TH

The Long Man by Amy Greene
Only a few days remain until the Tennessee 
Valley Authority’s plan to dam the river “Long 
Man” begins and most of the town has been 
evacuated. Among the holdouts is mother 
Annie Clyde Dodson, who is determined that 

her daughter, Gracie, will inherit the family’s land. Suddenly, 
Gracie is nowhere to be found. Has she simply wandered 
off into the rain? Or has she been taken by the mysterious 
Amos, perhaps to save his hometown in a last, desperate act 
of violence? AVAILABLE NOW
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ALAMEDA

11 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will discuss 

Wild Awake by Hilary T. Smith.

20 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss 

Always Look on the Bright Side: Celebrat-
ing Each Day to the Fullest by Allen Klein.

21 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us Do 
This Book Club will hold their 

New Spring Book Preview with Mia.

22 Saturday · 4:00 PM
The Bay Area Steampunk 
Society Book Club will hold 

their first meeting and will be discuss-
ing The Windup Girl by Paolo Bacigalupi.

23 Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay 
Queer Book Club will dis-

cuss a+e 4EVER by Ilike Merey.

27 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club will 
discuss A Brief History of Yes: 

A Novel by Micheline Aharonian Marcom.

30 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16+) 

will discuss Enders by Lissa Price.

BERKELEY

1 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss My Brilliant Friend: 

Childhood, Adolescence, Book 1 of 3 
in a series by Elena Ferrante.

BURLINGAME

13 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will dis-

cuss Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison.

27 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss The Killer Inside Me by Jim 
Thompson.

THE CASTRO

11 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit 
Book Club will discuss The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 
Mark Twain.

12 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club 
will discuss Why Be Happy 

When You Could Be Normal? by Jea-
nette Winterson. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

2 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss The Lost Kingdom 

by Matthew J. Kirby.

4 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss 

Pictures at an Exhibition by Sara 
Houghteling.

16 Saturday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

discuss Ophelia and the Marvelous 
Boy by Karen Foxlee.

18 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss The Rage 

by Gene Kerrigan.

26 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss Danger-

ous Girls by Abigail Haas.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thursday 
and reads stories for newly indepen-
dent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

5 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss The Bookseller of Kabul by 
Asne Seierstad.

11 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen Book 
Club will discuss Pride and 

Prejudice by Jane Austen.

18 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss Yes, Chef: 

A Memoir by Marcus Samuelsson.

21 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club will 
read picture books per-

fect for your under 3’s.

26 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss The Leopard

by Giuseppe Di Lampedusa.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

3 Monday · 7:15 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book Club 
Group #1 will discuss Orphan 

Train: A Novel by Christina Baker 
Kline.

9 Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book Club 
Group #2 will discuss The 100-

Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the 
Window and Disappeared by Jonas 
Jonasson.

10 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss The Forgetting River: A Mod-
ern Tale of Survival, Identity, and the 
Inquisition by Doreen Carvajal.

18Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss 

Small Is Beautiful: Economics as If 
People Mattered by E.F. Schumacher.

16 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Patient 

Zero: A Joe Ledger Novel by Jonathan 
Maberry.

31 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss The 

Whole Fromage: Adventures in the 
Delectable World of French Cheese by 
Kathe Lison.

OPERA PLAZA

8 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss The Human 

Stain by Philip Roth.

23 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss The 

Swerve: How the World Became Mod-
ern by Stephen Greenblatt.

PALO ALTO

9 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction Book 
Club will discuss Life After Life

by Kate Atkinson.

11Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss Father Gaetano’s Puppet 
Catechism by Mike Mignola & Chris-
topher Golden.

17 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book Club
(ages 14+) will discuss 

Twinmaker by Sean Williams.

25 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss Week in Winter by Maeve 
Binchy.

· Book Club Recommendations · 7March
2014

The Fun Parts by Sam Lipsyte
A boy eats his way to self-discovery, while another must 
battle the reality-brandishing monster preying on his fan-

tasy realm. Elsewhere, an aerobics instructor — the daughter of a 
Holocaust survivor — makes the most shocking leap imaginable to 
save her soul. These are just a few of the characters you’ll encoun-
ter in Sam Lipsyte’s richly imagined world. AVAILABLE NOW

Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald
by Therese Ann Fowler

When beautiful Southern belle Zelda Sayre meets F. Scott Fitzger-
ald she is seventeen years old and he is an army lieutenant stationed 
in Alabama. Before long, Zelda has fallen for him despite his unsuit-
ability: Scott isn’t wealthy or prominent. But after Scott sells his 
first novel, This Side of Paradise, to Scribner’s, Zelda optimistically 
boards a train north to marry him. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

How To Get Filthy Rich in 
Rising Asia by Mohsin Hamid

A nameless hero in a sprawling metropolis begins to amass 
an empire built on that most fluid, and increasingly scarce, of 
goods: water. Yet his heart remains set on the pretty girl whose 
star rises along with his, their paths crossing and re-crossing, 
a lifelong affair sparked and snuffed and sparked again by the 
forces that careen their fates along. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Americanah 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
As teenagers in Lagos, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love, but 

their Nigeria is under military dictatorship, and Ifemelu departs for 
America. Years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly democratic 
Nigeria, while Ifemelu has achieved success as a writer in America. 
When Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, she and Obinze must face the 
toughest decisions of their lives. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Blood and Beauty by Sarah Dunant
The fifteenth century — Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia is 
defined not just by his wealth, but by his blood: He is a 

Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If the Borgias are to tri-
umph, this charismatic, consummate politician must use papacy 
and family — in particular, his eldest son, Cesare, and his daugh-
ter Lucrezia — in order to succeed. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

Oleander Girl 
by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

Korobi Roy has enjoyed a privileged childhood with her adoring 
grandparents. But despite all they’ve have done for her, she is 
troubled by the silence that surrounds the circumstances of her 
parents’ death. Shortly after getting engaged to the charming 
Rajat a sudden heart attack kills Korobi’s grandfather, reveal-
ing serious financial problems and a devastating secret about 
Korobi’s past. AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

The Golden Egg by Donna Leon
When Brunetti investigates the death of the deaf, 
mentally disabled man who worked at the local 

dry-cleaners he finds that the man left no official record. 
Stranger still, the dead man’s mother is reluctant to speak 
to the police. As clues stack up, Brunetti suspects that the 
Lembos, a family of aristocratic copper magnates, might be 
somehow connected. AVAILABLE NOW

Red Doc> by Anne Carson
“Some years ago I wrote a book about a boy named 
Geryon who was red and had wings and fell in love with 

Herakles. Recently I began to wonder what happened to them 
in later life.” Red Doc> continues their adventures in a very dif-
ferent style and with changed names. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Girls of Atomic City
by Denise Kiernan
The Tennessee town of Oak Ridge was created in 

1942. With a population of 75,000, many of the residents were 
young women and given jobs shrouded in secrecy. Following 
the bombing of Hiroshima the shocking revelation came: 
the residents of Oak Ridge were enriching uranium for the 
atomic bomb. Denise Kiernan traces the astonishing story of 
these unsung WWII workers. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

www.booksinc.net

THE BAY AREA 
STEAMPUNK SOCIETY 

BOOK CLUB 

The Steampunk community is expanding 
and growing, and as with all communities, 
there is a part of it dedicated to literature. 
Steampunk literature is a science fiction 
genre built of many aspects and themes 

including Victorian Society, technology, 
alternative realities, and much more. In 
this spirit, the Bay Area Steampunk Soci-
ety Book Club is dedicated to the sharing 
and enjoyment of Steampunk themed 

books. The first meeting at Books Inc. in 
Alameda is Saturday, March 22 at 4:00 pm 
and will feature a discussion of The Windup 
Girl by Paolo Bacigalupi. New members are 
always welcome! 

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

The Thinking Parent Book Group will meet online to discuss Make 
Your Worrier a Warrior: A Guide to Conquering Your Child’s Fears by Dan 
Peters, Ph. D.O
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3 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St · 
415-221-3666

Educator Appreciation Night is back! 
Come chill with our children’s spe-
cialists and book fair buyer, at this 
all-inclusive meet and greet that will 
include: give-aways, book talks, and, 
of course, snacks! We’ll be giving 
sneak peeks on exciting, upcoming 
new titles and generally doing what 
we all love: talking about literature, 
and how to get kids excited about it. 
If you plan to attend, kindly RSVP 
to rsvp@booksinc.net with your 
school and grade level!

5 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St · 
415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put 
on your Jammies and join the party!  
Literary Mamas will be here to read 
stories and take part in the fun.  Visit 
www.literarymama.com for details!

7 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 
very proudly presents New York 

Times-bestselling author Lauren 
Oliver discussing her latest awe-
some creation, Panic. Already 
optioned by Universal Pictures 
in a major deal, this gritty, spell-
binding novel captures both the 
raw energy of fear mixed with 
excitement as well as the aching 
need to find a place to belong. But 
wait, there’s more! Lauren will be 
in conversation with the very tal-
ented New York Times-bestselling 
author Veronica Rossi, author of 
Into the Still Blue, the earth-shatter-
ing conclusion to her epic Under 
the Never Sky trilogy.

8 4:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Join Books Inc. Burlingame for 
a launch party celebrating local 
author Sandra Feder’s third install-
ment in the fresh and fun Daisy 
series, Daisy’s Big Night. Daisy has 
always loved making lists of her 
favorite words. When her neighbor 
invites her to a poetry party, Daisy 
learns many new wondrous things 
she can do with the words she’s 
collected. But can she create some-
thing truly special for the Student 
Showcase night?

4:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Ahoy! Join Books Inc. Mountain View 
for a very special storytime with 
local author Sue Fleiss reading from 
the adorably illustrated guide to all 
things pirate, How to Be a Pirate. Little 
landlubbers get to earn their sea legs 
on a pirate ship amidst the goofiest 
pirates ever. There’s lingo to learn, 
a pirate look to choose, and most 
importantly, pirate rules to learn. 
This rollicking read-aloud will be a hit 
among boys, girls, and parents alike!

11 6:30 PM · Burlingame · 
1375 Burlingame Ave · 
650-685-4911

Grab your jammies and prepare 
your brain for fun as Books Inc. 
Burlingame celebrates the launch 
of Bedtime Math 2: This Time It’s Per-
sonal! With a website recognized by 
the American Library Association 
as a Great Web Site for Kids, and 
developed by professional teacher 
and mom, Laura Bilodeau Over-
deck, Bedtime Math 2 is packed 
with fun for the whole family with 
mischief-making math problems 
to tackle--math that isn’t just kid-
friendly, but actually kid-appealing. 

14 7:00 PM · SF · Opera 
Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 
celebrates the launch of longtime 
NYMBC attendee, babe and total pal, 
Whitney Miller’s debut novel, The Violet 
Hour. Harlow Wintergreen, daughter 
of the leader of a powerful religious 
organization called VisionCrest, has 
a dark and dangerous secret. She 
hears a voice in her head that seems 
to have a mind of its own, plaguing 
her with visions of a violent and 
bloody alternate reality. And even 
worse, Harlow fears that this terrify-
ing voice could take control of her...

19 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · 
Town & Country Village 
· 650-321-0600

The delightfully talented Sarah Myl-
nowski shares Don’t Even Think About 
It, a hilarious teen read featuring just 
your average circle of New York City 
high school sophomores ... Or not. 
After a homeroom trip for flu shots 
gives the class telepathic powers, 
opinions and secrets--good and bad--
can’t be hidden. Knowing what friends 
really think about those new jeans, 
that new haircut, or when a breakup 

is on the mind leads some to thrive, 
while others will crack. Sarah will 
be in conversation with C.J. Omololu, 
author of Intuition, a sequel to the epic 
reincarnation saga Transcendence.

21 10:00 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. in The Marina presents 
Baby’s First Book Club! It can be hard to 
find ways to entertain babies. After all, 
one grows weary of jangling their car 
keys and cooing. So join us for a story-
time especially for you under 3’s! We’ll 
read, we’ll sing, we’ll do baby friendly 
things. And maybe jangle some keys.

22 11:00 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Storytime presents 
a very special reading from former 
Dreamworks Animation and Walt 
Disney Feature Animation illustrator, 
Kenard Pak reading from his charm-
ing picture book Have You Heard the 
Nesting Bird? A rhyme-filled story that 
will teach your little one just why the 
mother nesting bird stays quiet and 
still while sitting on her eggs. Shh ...

BOOKS INC. in The Castro loves 

Adam Rubin

· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 March
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A Lion in Paris 
by Beatrice Alemagna
Not since Library Lion has the king of the 
jungle been this winsome! Join Lion as he 

explores the City of Love, in 
this gorgeous, new, oversized 
picture book that’s already gar-
nering huge critical acclaim. 

Visit the Louvre, the Eiffel Tower and more, 
with expressive penciled figures, and whim-
sical use of color. Children will enjoy feeling 
more sophisticated than the lion (who con-
fuses swords with baguettes) and adults will 
love this fable of supplanted urban apathy.
(AGES 4-8) AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Hi, Koo! by Jon Muth
Panda child Koo is back! We love, LOVE, love 
Jon Muth’s gorgeous water color illustrations, 

especially when they are applied 
to his Zen series (Zen Shorts, 
Zen Ghosts, Zen Ties). This time 
the focus is on Koo, the panda 

child who speaks in haiku! Like all of Muth’s 
books, Hi, Koo serves to introduce children to a 
larger, philosophical world in an accessibly, and 
panda-filled way. (AGES 4-8) AVAILABLE NOW

Scraps Book by Lois Ehlert
Children and adults alike will find inspiration 
in this lovely book about being creative, writ-

ten and illustrated by the much 
beloved illustrator of Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom. From her 
days as a child, encouraged by 

her loving parents, to her current life as a 
working artist, Scraps Book serves as a behind-
the-scenes tour of Ehlert’s process. So whether 
you have a future artist, or a working artist on 
your hands, this book would make a very fine 
gift. (AGES 6+) AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Operation Bunny by Sally Gardner
In this new, idiosyncratic mystery, nine 

year old Emily Vole finds a magical world 
she never knew existed after inheriting 

an abandoned shop. Originally 
published in the UK, this book has 
all the fairy-hating witches, cats, 
orphans, magic and mystery for 
which you could possibly pine! Full 

of mind boggling plot twists and charming 
illustrations, this one will be great for your 
3rd-5th grader. (AGES 8-12) AVAILABLE NOW

I Didn’t Do My Homework 
Because ... by Davide Cali
From the genius who brought you The 
Bear’s Song (illustrator Benjamin Chaud), 

comes a new, hyperbolically 
charmingly book of excuses! 
When confronted by a teacher 
as to why his homework has not 
been done, a variety of stories 

(each depicted on a two page spread) arise, 
including but not limited to:  Elves, giant 
lizards, monkeys and carnivorous plants. 
Perfect to read aloud, and hilarious to boot, 
this book (translated from French) is sure 
to please everyone! Except maybe, teach-
ers. (AGES 6-9) AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

A Snicker of Magic 
by Natalie Lloyd
This new middle grade fiction is already 
collecting roaringly positive reviews from 

critics, and Books Inc. Kids agrees! 
Set in the South, this debut novel 
sparkles with warmth and humor 
sure to appeal to fans of Sheila 
Turnage’s Newbery Honor, Three 

Times Lucky, and Ingrid Law’s Newbery 
Honor, Savvy. Follow 12-year-old Felicity 
Pickle as she tackles curses, broken hearts, 
thunder storms and a dog named Biscuit, 
along with her best friend (who happens to 
be in a wheel chair, a nice touch that is not 
belabored). (AGES 8-12) AVAILABLE NOW

Half Bad by Sally Green
Booksellers everywhere are losing their minds 
over this debut YA, fresh out of the UK, and 

already sold in forty two countries! 
Our own head children’s buyer, 
Shannon, calls it: “brilliant.” Which-
-if you know Shannon--you know it’s 
not a word she uses lightly, or often. 

Set in an alternate modern day England, in 
which witches are divided into strict halves, 
Half Bad is a tale of a boy caught in between. 
Fluidly written, this novel is sure to appeal to 
reluctant and voracious readers alike. (AGES 
12+) AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Dangerous by Shannon Hale
You may know Shannon Hale’s work from 
the Princess Academy, Rapunzel’s Revenge 

and Calamity Jack, but this time 
she’s back as you’ve never seen her 
before—in space! When Maisie gets 
in to a NASA-like space camp, she 
didn’t realize she’d uncover a life 

(and possibly world!) changing conspiracy. 
Girl power abounds in this tale of intergalactic 
intrigue, friendship and science. Teens will 
love the breakneck pace, while parents will 
enjoy its diverse cast of characters. (AGES 12+) 
AVAILABLE MARCH 4TH

Maybe One Day 
by Melissa Cantor
For fans of a well-handled, maudlin free trag-
edy (such as John Green’s The Fault in Our 

Stars, or Gayle Forman’s If I Stay) 
comes a new YA that will have lov-
ers of realism kvelling. Following 
two best friends after they are both 
cut from a prestigious ballet troupe 

(which is tragic enough on its own) one is diag-
nosed with leukemia, furthering fracturing 
their lives. A stirring tale of coming of age and 
hardship, this one packs the emotional wallop 
of a wrecking ball. (AGES 13+) AVAILABLE NOW

Because, how can you not love Tacos and Pizza? 
It may be true that Dragons Love Tacos, and the 
Castro store agrees! We are quite certain we 
would leap in joy to have a taco party with drag-
ons. And who wouldn’t love a Secret Pizza Party? 
Oh, and especially parties crashed by a Raccoon 
with excellent fashion sense. We are certain our 
invitation is simply lost in the mail. If you can’t 
tell, we love to party almost as much as we love 
to read! 

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net

Buy Two Get One Free,  
from March 1st-March 15th! 

Celebrate Theodore Geisel’s birthday, with this 
awesome deal! Between March 1st and March 
15th, buy two Dr. Seuss books and get one FREE 
at all Books Inc. locations! So stock up for birth-
day parties, baby showers and teacher gifts, with 
favorites like: The Lorax, The Cat in the Hat, Green 
Eggs and Ham and more!




